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my District will honor him for his undaunted 
leadership and utmost perseverance. I am 
truly privileged to represent Mr. Ravelo and 
his family in the Congress, and I am grateful 
that he continues to teach us to live by the 
noble ethic of loving God by serving our fel-
lowmen. Above all, his caring and compassion 
for other immigrants in Florida’s 17th Congres-
sional District appeal to the noblest character 
of our common humanity. My pride in sharing 
his friendship is only exceeded by my deep 
gratitude for all that he has done to uplift the 
honor and dignity of Filipino-Americans and 
other immigrants in North Miami and beyond. 

This is the remarkable legacy with which we 
will always honor and respect the wonderful 
leadership and magnificent advocacy of Mr. 
Ted Ravelo.

f 

DIABETES 

HON. JOE BACA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 4, 2003

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
voice my concerns about the effect that Diabe-
tes is having on the Latino Community. 

Right now, 16 million people in the United 
States are suffering with Type 2 Diabetes. 
About 3 million of them are Latinos. Due to 
diet and genetics, Latinos are twice as likely 
as the rest of the population to contract Type 
2 Diabetes. I am horrified by the statistic that 
one in ten Latinos will contract Diabetes at 
some point in life, but I am even more horri-
fied by the fact that most often the disease is 
preventable. 

Both of my parents died from complications 
related to Diabetes. As the parents of 15 chil-
dren, I believe that they didn’t have the time 
or the resources to adequately care for them-
selves. With all of those mouths to feed, I be-
lieve that they were too busy trying to simply 
put food on the table to worry about proper 
nutrition. While that is undoubtedly noble, sto-
ries like this must change. My parents, be-
cause they did not have the proper care, suf-
fered loss of vision, amputations, and eventu-
ally death. 

We must make sure that Latino families are 
educated about prevention and have the re-
sources to combat the disease. Prevention is 
key to fighting this disease but we cannot ig-
nore the fact that eleven million Latinos still 
lack health insurance. How can a person get 
tested for Diabetes when they are uninsured? 
How can a person seek out a doctor when 
they can’t even pay for the visit? This is some-
thing Congress must fight to change. 

If we want to combat Diabetes, we must 
focus on prevention, education, and cultural 
changes. No one is saying that as a culture 
we can’t enjoy our frijoles and tortillas. We 
simply must learn and teach our children, that 
moderation is the best approach. 

We must educate our communities. We 
must spread the word about prevention. And 
we must help the uninsured. If we do not 
make these necessary changes, we won’t 
have to worry about one in ten Latinos having 
Diabetes, we will have to worry about one in 
five.

A TRIBUTE TO ELVIS HERNANDEZ 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 4, 2003

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in honor of 
Elvis Hernandez in recognition of his out-
standing accomplishment in this year’s 75th 
Precinct Council Spelling Bee competition. 

Elvis is currently in the fifth grade at 
Blessed Sacrament in Brooklyn, New York. He 
finished in first place in the spelling bee. 

Mr. Speaker, Elvis Hernandez has dem-
onstrated that he is committed to his academic 
studies and is an excellent speller. As such, 
he is more than worthy of receiving our rec-
ognition today and I urge my colleagues to 
join me in honoring him and his accomplish-
ment.
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A PROCLAMATION HONORING MR. 
DANIEL D. SCHNEIDER 

HON. ROBERT W. NEY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 4, 2003

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I hereby offer my 
heartfelt condolences to the family and friends 
of Daniel D. Schneider. 

Whereas, Daniel Schneider served his com-
munity faithfully, dedicating three decades of 
his career to public service; and 

Whereas, Daniel Schneider demonstrated a 
firm commitment to improving welfare services 
in the state of Ohio; and 

Whereas, Daniel Schneider helped the lives 
of children by co-founding the Big Brothers 
Association and through his work at the Public 
Children Services Association of Ohio; and 

Therefore, I join with the residents of the en-
tire 18th Congressional District in mourning 
the loss of our friend, Daniel D. Schneider.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 4, 2003

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, on rollcall numbers 229, 228, and 227, on 
June 2, 2003, and on numbers 232, 231, and 
230 on June 3, 2003, I was unable to cast my 
vote because I was part of a Congressional 
Delegation to North Korea. 

Had I been present, I would have voted the 
following: 

Rollcall number 232—S. 763—Birch Bayh 
Federal Building, I would have voted nay. 

Rollcall number 231—S. 273—Grand Teton 
National Park Land Exchange Act, I would 
have voted yea. 

Rollcall number 230—S. 222—Zuni Indian 
Tribe Water Rights Settlement Act, I would 
have voted yea. 

Rollcall number 229—H.R. 1465—General 
Charles Gabriel Post Office, I would have 
voted yea. 

Rollcall number 228—H. Res. 195—Con-
gratulating Sammy Sosa, I would have voted 
yea. 

Rollcall number 227—H. Res. 159—Ex-
pressing Profound Sorrow on the Occasion of 
the death of Irma Rangel, I would have voted 
yea.
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ZUNI INDIAN TRIBE WATER 
RIGHTS SETTLEMENT ACT OF 2003

SPEECH OF 

HON. TOM UDALL 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 3, 2003

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in strong support of S. 222, The 
Zuni Indian Tribe Water Rights Settlement Act 
of 2003. This legislation puts to rest long-
standing water rights disputes between water 
users in the Little Colorado River basin in Ari-
zona. More importantly, this legislation would 
also provide the Zuni tribe with the financial 
resources to acquire water rights in the Little 
Colorado River basin and to restore the ripar-
ian environment that existed previously at Zuni 
Heaven Reservation. 

Recently, a delegation of Zuni tribal leaders 
and members visited my office here in Wash-
ington. They told me that Zuni Heaven, a ri-
parian area along the Little Colorado River, is 
central to the Zuni religious and cultural tradi-
tions and is the place where Zuni deities and 
ancestors have resided from time immemorial. 
This sacred riparian area is the home of the 
Kachina, one of the highest religious orders in 
Zuni culture, and was in historical times, a 
very lush riparian area with willow, cotton-
wood, cattails, turtles, and waterfowl. 

Ever since the 1877 Presidential order di-
minished the Zuni cultural homelands and es-
tablished the current Zuni Reservation in New 
Mexico, the Zuni people have maintained the 
practice of making a pilgrimage to Zuni Heav-
en. Every four years, Zunis from western New 
Mexico trek over 50 miles to Zuni Heaven, lo-
cated in northeast Arizona, to perform reli-
gious ceremonies during the summer solstice 
period. This pilgrimage is very important be-
cause it helps sustain and rejuvenate Zunis’ 
cultural and religious traditions. 

The Zuni Water Rights Settlement will help 
the Zuni people restore their sacred Zuni 
Heaven to the way it was as described in an-
cient traditional historical accounts. Further-
more, it will help them develop wetlands for 
water plants, birds and other animals so im-
portant and necessary in carrying on the Zuni 
Kachina religion. 

Considering the above, I strongly encourage 
my colleagues to join me today and support 
this very important legislation.
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TRIBUTE TO THE MOTHER BETHEL 
FOUNDATION 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 4, 2003

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to honor the Mother Bethel Foundation as 
it begins its $20,000,000 campaign to pre-
serve and celebrate the Mother Bethel African 
Methodist Episcopal Church. Situated in my 
District, Mother Bethel is the first home of the 
African Methodist Episcopal Church. The land 
on which it sits has been owned by African-
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Americans longer than any property in the 
United States. Founded in 1794, Mother Beth-
el Church is the oldest incorporated African-
American church in the country. 

The foundation has launched an ambitious 
effort to construct a new facility that will house 
an expanded Richard Allen museum, an inter-
active learning center, and archives focused 
on the story of Richard Allen. The ultimate 
goal of the Mother Bethel Foundation is to cel-
ebrate and affirm what the Church and its 
founder have meant to generations of Ameri-
cans. 

In honoring the established Foundation, one 
must not forget to honor Mother Bethel’s dis-
tinguished founder, Richard Allen, for whom 
the Richard and Sarah Allen Center is named. 
Richard Allen was a man who overcame tre-
mendous obstacles to foster change for the 
betterment of African-American people. Born 
into slavery, Mr. Allen purchased his freedom 
through an agreement with his master. 

Rev. Allen eventually responded to a call to 
preach and became a regular preacher at St. 
George’s Methodist Episcopal Church. Due to 
segregationist practices at St. George’s 
Church, Rev. Allen founded Mother Bethel 
Church. 

While Rev. Allen is best known for founding 
Mother Bethel Church, he provided more to 
the African-American community. He was a 
critical member in the formation of the Free 
African Society, an organization to offer secu-
rity and the benefits of association to Philadel-
phia’s free blacks. He also joined with 
Absalom Jones to organize the Black Legion, 
a group of 2,500 men who defended Philadel-
phia against the British during the War of 
1812. 

Mr. Speaker, Philadelphia is America’s most 
historic city. But, Mother Bethel stands out as 
one of our most cherished sites. It is a privi-
lege to recognize an organization with such an 
admirable goal. I ask you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in commending 
the Mother Bethel Foundation as it begins its 
campaign this Juneteenth.
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LET’S KEEP ALL 
REPRESENTATIVES ELECTED 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 4, 2003

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, the privately funded 
and privately constituted ‘‘Continuity of Gov-
ernment Commission’’ has recently proposed 
that, for the first time in our Nation’s history, 
we should allow the appointment of members 
of the U.S. House of Representatives. Not 
only does this proposal fail to comport with the 
intention of the founders of this nation, but, 
even worse, it advocates a solution that has 
been repeatedly rejected by this body. 

The report of this so-called ‘‘Commission’’ 
makes clear that while the Senate has, from 
time to time, voted to pass constitutional 
amendments allowing for the appointment of 
House members, this body has always jeal-
ously guarded its status as ‘‘the people’s 
House’’ by failing to pass such amendments. 
A brief history review may be in order at this 
point. First, our Nation has been under attack 
from foreign powers in the past, such as in its 
nascent years when the British were con-

stantly ‘‘coming.’’ In our own century, we faced 
an attack on Pearl Harbor as well as the very 
real threat of nuclear annihilation. Now, be-
cause we have learned that our Capitol was a 
potential target in a terror plot, there is an out-
cry from some corners regarding our vulner-
ability. Our government leaders are no more 
vulnerable today to mass extinction than they 
were 20 years ago. Our top-flight military 
makes us, in many ways, less vulnerable to 
attack and the assassination of our leaders 
than we were 200 years ago. 

Even if we were to sustain such a dev-
astating attack, the nightmare scenario painted 
in the first report of the ‘‘commission’’ is not 
only far-fetched, but also admits of a plethora 
of potential solutions already existent in our 
current constitutional structure. Though the re-
port endeavors to cast doubt on the legitimacy 
of those structures, it is unsuccessful. More-
over, what could be more offensive to our re-
publican form of government and of more 
questionable legitimacy, than to have a slew 
of un-elected ‘‘representatives’’ outvote elect-
ed people on the floor of our U.S. House? 

Let’s face it: we can scare people and 
doom-say anytime we wish, but it would only 
be in the case of a nearly complete annihila-
tion that our government would fail to function. 
In such an instance there is no ‘‘system’’ that 
will preserve our government. On the other 
hand, if we surrender the right to elect people 
to the U.S. House of Representatives, under 
any circumstances, we will get on a slippery 
slope away from the few remaining vestiges 
and most precious principles of the govern-
ment left to us by our founders. 

In the event that this ‘‘proposal’’ gets more 
serious and is given long-term attention, I will 
place in the record more detailed statements 
defending the notion of an all-elected House 
of Representatives, and explaining the fal-
lacies and illogic found in this report. For now 
Mr. Speaker, I simply wish to go on record as 
among those who would fight to the last to 
preserve the principle of a House of Rep-
resentatives consisting entirely of members 
elected by the people.
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HONORING DOUGLAS PERRY 

HON. BOB FILNER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 4, 2003

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker and colleagues, I 
rise today to honor the life of Douglas Perry 
and to recognize his lifelong contributions to 
his community. He was born on February 8, 
1920 in Somerville, Massachusetts and 
passed away earlier this week, on June 2, 
2003. 

Doug was much more to me than a resident 
of my Congressional District, he was my 
friend. I first met Doug and worked with him 
when I served on the San Diego City Council. 
I immediately noticed his enthusiasm and his 
seemingly unlimited energy on behalf of the 
San Ysidro community where he lived. Be-
cause of his work, he was known as the unof-
ficial ‘‘Mayor of San Ysidro’’. 

He moved to California in 1936 and served 
in the U.S. Navy, in North Africa and the Phil-
ippines, from 1942 to 1946. He met and mar-
ried Jean Alexis Wadleigh in 1949, and they 
lived in the Inland Empire until their move to 
San Ysidro in 1974. 

He was involved in many roles in the activi-
ties and organizations of San Ysidro. He 
served as President, Executive Director, and 
Information Center Manager of the San Ysidro 
Chamber of Commerce and was instrumental 
in keeping the Chamber growing in member-
ship. He organized and managed a Chamber 
Visitor’s Information Center for several years, 
giving tourist information to thousands of visi-
tors every month. It was through his efforts 
that the San Ysidro Chamber was designated 
the official Certificate of Origin supplier for the 
importation of goods by Mexican businesses—
a vital part of the Chamber today. He took the 
lead in obtaining the first-ever fireworks in San 
Ysidro by developing plans for the Chamber to 
sponsor the first two years of exciting 4th of 
July displays and continuing to organize these 
yearly festivities. 

Doug was Chair of the San Ysidro Redevel-
opment Project Area Committee, Vice Presi-
dent of the San Ysidro Senior Center, Chair 
and Vice Chair of the Southern Area Com-
mittee, Board Member of the South Bay 
YMCA, and Vice President of the San Ysidro 
Senior Center. He made possible communica-
tion cable at the Senior Center, soliciting a 
free donation from Cox Cable. 

He was Treasurer of the San Ysidro Little 
League and was a member of Senior San 
Ysidrans. At the Sister of Nazareth, San Diego 
Mission, he was House Father for nine years. 

As a member of the Park and Recreation 
Council, Doug represented the San Ysidro 
Recreation Council, supported their Annual 
Christmas events, acquired a big screen TV 
by soliciting donations, and raised funds for 
the La Mirada School Joint Use Turf Project. 
He played a significant role in opening the 
building at Larsen Sports Field, Cesar Chavez 
Community Center. He worked in obtaining 
Beyer Undeveloped Park. 

He further obtained funding for the Coral 
Gate Neighborhood Park and the Larsen Field 
Parking Lot expansion, security lights and ball 
field renovation. All in all, he raised tens of 
thousands of dollars for projects and special 
events in San Ysidro. He worked to get dona-
tions for the Annual Food Drive. As you can 
see, Doug’s commitment was to the commu-
nity as a whole. 

Doug was joined in all of his endeavors by 
his wife of 52 years. Together, they had four 
children: Philip Perry of Escondido, California, 
Kim McCormick of Rancho Cucamonga, Cali-
fornia, Brooke Barbee of Alta Loma, California, 
and Craig Perry of Upland, California. His six 
grandchildren are Steven Barbee, Paige Flick, 
Brandy Barbee, Michael Perry, Christopher 
McCormick, and Scott Perry—and his two 
great-grandchildren are Tessa and Jacob 
Weir. 

My condolences go to Doug’s fine family. 
He will be missed, but his memory will live on 
in his beloved community of San Ysidro.
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A TRIBUTE TO ALAJANDRA PENA 

HON. EDLOPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 4, 2003

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in honor of 
Alajandra Pena in recognition of her out-
standing accomplishment in this year’s 75th 
Precinct Council Spelling Bee competition. 
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